[Role of metalloproteases of extracellular matrix in the premature rupture of fetal membranes: a novel physiopathogenic model].
Experimental proofs are presented, that involve the participation of the metalloproteinases family, of extracellular matrix in the genesis of premature rupture of membranes. The expression of this group of enzymes, which presents in normal conditions of labor appears in the RPM without relation with gestational age. This phenomenon is not presented as an isolated example of participation of metalloproteinases in events related to labor and delivery, as is very well known its participation in maturation of uterine cervix preceding product expulsion, and that consists in similar mechanisms to the ones now chosen for the maturation of fetal membranes. The working hypothesis in pathologic conditions, implies, then, the activation of a normal system in an inadequate moment that results in premature rupture of membranes.